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To  th^  Right  Honourable 

THE 

Earl  of  HA  L  I F  A  Xt 

,  ,  Fir  ft  Lord  Commiflioner 

% 

For  Trade  and  Plantations ,  &c„ 


Mir  LORD, 

NY  Defign,  wherein  the 
Induftry,  the  Manufac¬ 
tures,  the  Morals,  and 
Lives  of  the  People  of 
England  are  deeply  concerned,  could 
not  poflibly  be  offered  to  a  more  pro¬ 
per  Perfon  than  His  Majefty’s  Firft 
Lord  Commiftioner  for  Trade,  & c. 

But  the  great  Abilities,  the  In¬ 
tegrity,  the  Application  to  Buftnefs, 

-  -  •  A  2  the 

./ 


DEDICATION. 

the  Zeal  for  the  Welfare  and  Profpe- 
rity  of  his  Country,  which  make  His 
Majefty’s  Choice  of  that  Great  Offi¬ 
cer  fo  agreeable  to  the  whole  King¬ 
dom,  would  render  it  highly  abfurd, 
not  to  fubmit  the  following  Pages  to 

your  Lordfhip’s  favourable  Perufal. 

*  •  •  .  *  '*  —* 

I  should  be  juflly  afraid  of 

the  Penetration  of  fo  able  a  judge, 
were  I  not  as  fully  convinced  of  the 
great  Candor  with  which  he 

i 

receives  any  well  intended  Attempt. 

1  ha  v  e  the  Honour  to  be,  with 
the  utmofl  Refpect, 

\  •  ««  •  »  .  ~  • 

^  » 

'Mr  LORD, 

,  *  V  4  ••  f  » 

Your  Lordfiip  s  mojl  Obedient , 

•  •+■  4  V  * 

f 

and  devoted  Humble  Servant , 


advertisement 


T  ' THINK  it  incumbent  to  adver- 
-*  tife  the  candid  Reader ,  that  he  is 
not  to  expeB  in  this  EJfay  a  full  and 
pathetical  Defcription  of  the  Miferies 
and  defruElive  Confequences  occafoned 
by  Spirituous  Liquors.  The  many  TraEls 
and  Difcourfes  already  publifhed ,  and 
particularly  the  laf ,  by  the  Lord  Bi- 
fhop  of  Worcefter,  render  any  fuch  At¬ 
tempt  of  mine  entirely  unnecejfary.  The 
Author  s  only  View,  therefore ,  is  to  pre- 
fent  the  impartial  Reader ,  with  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  plain  Anfwers  to  the  feveral  Ob- 
jeSlions  that  may  be  farted ,  and  to  fet 
forth  fuch  FaBs  as  feem  necejfary  to 
be  inf  fed  on,  in  order  to  remove  every 
Prejudice  and  Obfacle ,  which  the  par¬ 
tial  Reprefentations  of  private  Inter  ef 
will  attempt  to  raife. 
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AN  IMPARTIAL 

INQUIRY 

I  N  T  O  T  H  E  ' 

Benefits  and  Damages  arifing  to  the 
Nation  from  the  prefent  very  great 
Ufe  of  Low-priced  Spirituous 

L  I  Q_U  O  R  S,  £# Ci 


H  E  pernicious  Effedts  of  Spiritu- 
oils  Liquors,  and  the  exceflive 
Attachment  of  the  Common  Peo¬ 
ple  to  them,  are  to  be  taken  for 
granted  in  the  prefent  Cafe.  But 
if  any  one  fliould  doubt  the  Truth 
of  the  Pofition,  he  may  too  eafily  obtain  the  moil 
indifputable  Proof,  viz.  Daily  Ocular  De¬ 
monstration.  He  may  likewife  obferve, 
that  the  Evil  is  increafmg  every  Day  making 
its  way  from  the  Metropolis  into  the  Country 
Towns*  and  even  Villages,  and  particularly  in- 

felting 
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An  Inquiry  concerning  the 

felling  Places  of  Manufadures.  So  that  if  any 
Regard  is  due  to  Virtue  and  Religion,  to  the 
Souls  and  Bodies  of  Men,  to  the  Good  of  our 
Country,  the  Health,  Welfare,  and  Being  of 
Pofterity,  as  well  as  to  our  own,  it  is  high  time 
to  endeavour  to  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  this  raging, 
and  in  fome  refpeds  even  worfe  than  peftilential 
Infedion.  The  Steps  that  have  been  already  taken 
by  the  worthy  Magiftrates  of  the  chief  City  of  the 
Kingdom,  afford  the  moft  pleafing  Idopes,  that 
the  LegiOature  likewile  will  take  due  Cognizance 
of  fo  important  an  Affair,  and  in  their  great  Wif- 
dom,  apply  a  Remedy  equal  to  the  Dileafe.  In 
the  mean  time,  a  Imall  Infight  into  the  Views  of 
Mankind,  will  fuggefl,  that  thole  Perfons,  whofe 
immediate  Intereft,  unhappily  for  the  Publick, 
leads  them  to  wifli  for  the  Continuance  of  the 
Evil,  will  ufe  every  Effort  to  prevent,  or  invali¬ 
date  fo  falutary  a  Defign.  It  may  not  therefore 
be  an  unfeafonable  Attempt  at  this  Jundure  to 
obviate  fuch  Objedions,  and  to  remove  thofe  Dif¬ 
ficulties,  which  are,  or  may  be  pretended,  to  ob- 
flrud  the  carrying  this  laudable  Purfuit  into 
juft  Execution.  Let  us  therefore  confider  the 
mofl  plaufible  Objedions  that  c*,n  be  offered. 

Objection  I.  If  the  Ufe  of  Gin  and  Englijh 
Spirits  is  retrained  or  difeouraged,  it  will  caufe 
a  very  confiderable  Deficiency  in  the  Revenue. 

i.  An  fiver.  The  Deficiency  in  the  Revenue,will 
be  in  a  great  Meafure  made  up  by  a  larger  Con- 

lu  mption 
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fumption  of  Malt,  Ale  and  Hops.  The  Trial 
hath  been  already  made,  *  as  appears  below ;  fo 
that  we  may  fpeak  in  the  prefent  Cafe  with  the 
Certainty  of  Experience. 

Moreover,  as  Spirituous  Liquors  deftroy  the 
People,  the  preventing  that  Deftrudtion  is  adding 
to  their  Numbers.  And  an  Addition  of  People  to 
a  trading  Country,  is  an  Addition  to  the  Wealth  of 
the  Nation,  and  confequently  to  the  Revenue  of  the 
Government:  Every  Tax,  Cuftom,  Duty,  and 
Excife  producing  fo  much  the  more,  as  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Confumers  encreafes.  Confequently* 
the  Lofs  one  way  mu  ft  in  a  fhort  Time  be  more 
than  compenfated  by  the  Gains  in  the  other. 

It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  conceive  it  to  be  the 
true  Intereft  of  any  Government  to  grant  a  gene- 

E  2  ral 


*  In  the  Year  1737,  being  the  Year  after  the  A£t  pad  for 
prohibiting  the  Selling  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  lefs  Quantities 
than  two  Gallons,  and  before  the  Diftillers  and  their  Agents 
had  found  out  fo  many  Means  to  evade  it,  there  was  a  very  large 
Encreafe  of  the  Revenue  on  Malt  and  Ale,  compared  with  the 
former  Year,  which  very  near  made  up  the  Deficiency  of  the 
Excife  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
Account,  viz. 

1736  /.  s.  d. 

The  Grofs  Produce  of  the  Excife  on  Beer,  1  „ ,  ^  f  , 

Ale,  ISc.  J  1107688  6  6 

Ditto  on  Malt,  625765  15 

Ditto  on  low  Wines  and  Britifh  Spirits,  149736  7  c; 

1883190  9  3! 

_  ^  .  1737 

The  Grofs  Produce  of  the  Excife  on  Beer,  )  ^ 

Ale,  «*.  1  7 

Ditto  on  Malt,  650723  17  iif; 

Ditto  on  low  Wines  and  Britifli  Spirits,  88554  9  °i 

"1879903^14  10J 
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rai  Licence  to  the  Subjedts  to  deftroy  one  another. 
The  Principles  of  found  Policy,  to  fay  nothing  of 
any  higher  Motive,  would  fuggeft,  that  the  Defi¬ 
ciencies  in  the  Revenue  occafioned  by  the  Numbers 
fo  f  deftroy ed,  muft  beyond Comparifon  be  greater 
than  the  Gains  arifing  from  the  Sale  of  Licences 
for  deftroying  them. 

2.  Anfzver.  If  there  fhould  be  an  immediate 
Deficiency  for  a  fhort  Time  •,  or  if  the  Encreafe 
on  one  Branch  of  the  Revenue  cannot  be  fo  com- 
modioufly  transferred,  as  to  make  up  for  the  Lofs 
fuftained  in  another,  on  Account  of  their  feveral 
diftindt  Appropriations,  there  is  no  Doubt  to  be 
made,  but  the  Sagacity  and  Prudence  of  the  Le- 
gifiature  will  eafily  find  out  proper  Equivalents. 

And  if  a  private  Member  of  Society  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  offer  his  Sentiments  on  ftich  an  Occafion, 
lie  would  propofe,  with  due  Submiffion  to  the 
Publick  Judgement,  fuch  Taxes  for  Equivalents, 
as  may  not  only  bring  in  the  necefiary  Supplies, 
but  alfo  have  a  natural  Tendency  to  promote  the 
genera]  good  Ends  of  Commerce,  and  the  Sup- 
preffion  of  Vice.  Among  which  Number  he  hum¬ 
bly  conceives  the  two  following,  viz.  A  Tax  upon 
ail  Publick  Places  of  Diverfion,  by  means  of  Stamp 
Tickets;  —  and  a  Tax  upon  Batchelors.  As  to 
the  former,  Mr  Fielding  hath  fo  copioufiy  fet  forth 
the  evil  Confequences  attending  the  making  Di- 
verfions  cheap  for  People  in  common  and  middling 

Life, 

ft  Vide  Poftfcript  to  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  WorceJter\  late  De¬ 
dication  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  ijc. 
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Life,  that  I  ffiall  beg  Leave  to  refer  for  fuller  In¬ 
formation  to  his  very  feafonable  and  judiciousTrea- 
tife  concerning  the  Caufes  of  the  late  Encreafe  of 

Robberies ,  &c.  And  with  refpedt  to  the  latter, 

- 

it  may  be  affirmed  with  the  utmoft  Truth,  that 
never  antient  Rome ,  in  the  Time  of  Julius  Ccefar , 
nor  any  State,  wanted  a  Lex  Maritalis  more  than 
ours  at  this  prefent.  And  thofe,  who  are  difpofed 
to  fee  the  extenfive  ill  Effe&s  of  this  growing 
Evil  of  Celibacy  on  the  Morals  of  both  Sexes,  and 
on  the  Commerce  and  Prolperity  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  may  pleafe  to  confult  the  Brief  EJfay  on 
Trade ,  Page  124,  Printed  for  T.  Trye,  Holbcrn . 

3.  Anfwer .  The  prefent  Laws  concerning  Bri- 
tifh  Spirits,  are  found  by  Experience  to  be  not 
only  ruinous  to  the  general  Revenue  in  their  Con- 
fequences,  but  to  have  opened  a  Door  for  great 
Evafions  in  regard  to  the  Malt  Tax.  The  Spirits 
diftilled  from  Corn  are  beyond  Comparifon  more 
in  Quantity,  than  thofe  which  are  extracted  from 
all  other  Materials.  All  this  Corn  ought  in  Reafon 
to  pay  the  Malt  Duty:  Yet  the  Diftillers  find 
Means,  in  a  great  Meafure,  to  evade  paying  it 
As  they  ufe  no  greater  Quantity  of  Malt,  than  is 
neceffary  to  begin  and  fupport  the  Fermentation 
among  the  unmalted  Corn.  Whereas  the  Brewer 
makes  ufe  of  none  but  malted  Corn.  Thus  the 
Maltfler  and  Brewer  are  both  Sufferers  by  this 
Favour  permitted  to  the  Diftiller;  who  confe- 
quently  pays  confiderably  lefs  Duty  in  making  a 
Liquor  infinitely  prejudicial,  than  is  paid  by  the 

B  3  others. 
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others  for  making  one,  that  is  in  itfelf  very 
wholefome. 

4.  .nfwer.  Though  an  high  additional  Duty 
on  any  Commodity  hath  a  natural  Tendency  to 
dimini fh  the  Confumption,  it  doth  not  follow, 
that  it  will  lePfen  the  Revenue,  in  any  confiderable 
Degree  ;  becaufe  the  Addition  in  one  refpedt  may 
make  up  for  the  Deficiency  in  the  other.  If  it 
fhould  be  judged  becoming  the  Wifdom  of  Parlia- 
.  ment  to  oblige  the  Dillillers  to  pay  the  Malt  Du¬ 
ty  for  all  the  Corn  they  ufe,  —  to  lay  a  new  Tax 
of  6d.  ^  Gallon  at  the  Still  Head,  — to  compel 
the  Retailers  to  take  Annual  Licences  of  5/.  each; 
and  alfo  to  fubject  both  Retailers  and  Compound¬ 
ers  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,  at  6d.  ^Gallon,  or  more, 
if  thought  neceffary  :  Perhaps  indeed  the  Quantity 
confumed  would  be  diminifhed  one  half,  or  more, 
but  the  Amount  of  the  Revenue  would  be  much 
the  fame  :  And  in  that  Cafe,  the  Produce  only  on 
2000000  of  Gallons  would  be  nearly  equal  to  the 
prelent  Income,  on  three  times  the  Quantity.  It 
appears  by  the  annual  Accounts  ■  of  the  general 
Excife  on  low  Wines,  and  Britifh  Spirits,  from 
the  Year  1736  to  the  Year  1750,  that  the  feveral 
Laws,  which  their  refpedlive  Preambles  fet  forth, 
as  defigned  to  check  the  excefTiveUle  of  Spirituous 
Liquors,  have  had  no  manner  of  Effect.  The 
additional  Duties  laid  on  from  time  to  time,  have 
indeed  encrealed  the  Revenue,  but  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  heavy  to  difeourage  the  Vice.  The  gtofs 
Produce  of  Spirits  for  the  Year  1 750, was  661 301 1 
Gallons:  But  the  grofs  Produce  of  the  Excife, 

both 


life  cf  Low-priced  Spirituous  Liquors,  7 

both  on  low  Wines  and  Spirits,  was  only  334874/* 
35.  10  \d.  which  fcarce  amounts  to  more  than 
n.  ^  Gallon,  even  though  the  Duties  on  low 
Wines  are  thrown  into  the  Account.  Now  what 
Difcouragement  can  be  expedted  from  fo  fmall  a 
Duty?  —  Efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  the  Dif- 
tillers  could  afford  to  fink  their  former  Profits 
vaftly,  and  yet  remain  great  Gainers ;  for  the 
Price  of  Spirits  has  been  raifed  within  a  few  Years 
from  nineteen  and  twenty  to  28/.  ^  Tun,  not" 
withftanding  they  become  more  expert  every 
Year  in  the  Arts  of  their  Profeffion,  by  Compen- 
diums  of  Labour,  Compoundings  of  Liquors, 
Cleaning  *  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  like.  Whereas 

were  new  Duties  laid  on,  in  fome  Form  or  other 

^  9  A 

that  wrould  certainly  difcourage  the  Confumption, 
the  Increafe  by  this  Duty  would  yet  very  probably 
caufe  no  Lofs  to  the  Revenue,  —  perhaps  an  Ad¬ 
dition. 

Objection  II.  The  Palling  a  Law,  which  mu  it 
be  ruinous  to  the  Perfons  engaged  in  the  Britijh 
Diftilleries,  is  a  kind  of  Law  ex  poft  fattoy  to  de¬ 
prive  People  of  their  Subfiltance. 

1.  Anfwer.  The  Faffing  fuch  a  Law  as  here 
intended,  can  in  no  Senfe  be  called  a  Law  ex  poji; 

B  4  faffo  *°- 

*  Cleaning  of  the  Spirit. Note,  There  have  been  already, 
and  doubtlefs  will  be  many  more  Frauds  and  Evafions  praftifed 
under  this  Article,,  unlefs  the  Legislature  particularly  interpofes. 
Under  the  Notion  of  cleaning  the  Spirit,  Pepper,  Ginger,  anjd 
other  fiery  Ingredients  are  put  into  the  Still;  which  make  the- 
Spirit  hot  to  the  Palate ,  and  burning  to  the  Stomach ,  though* 
mixt  with.  Water,  and  under  Proof  as  to  paying  the  Duty, 
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fatto :  Becaufe  the  Legiflature  have  always  look* 
ed  upon  the  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  as  perni¬ 
cious  and  deftrudlive  ;  and  never  fo  much  as  inti¬ 
mated,  that  there  fhould  be  no  heavier  Duties? 
and  farther  Reftraints,  laid  upon  them.  On  the 
contrary,  there  were  exprefs  Declarations  made 
in  Parliament,  when  the  laft  Bill  was  paft,  by 
the  very  Members  that  promoted  it,  that  they 
would  readily  concur  in  laying  a  greater  Duty  on 
the  Still-Head,  if  they  found  by  Experience,  that 
the  aforefaid  Bill  did  not  prove  a  fufficient  Re- 
flraint.  Woful  Experience  hath  now  evinced  this 
to  be  the  Cafe  beyond  Difpute.  Therefore  the 
Diftillers  can  have  no  fhadow  of  a  Pretence  for 
urging  fuch  a  Plea. 

2.  Anfwer.  If  fuch  a  Bill  fhould  pafs,  Provi- 
fion  will  undoubtedly  be  made,  as  in  the  Year 
173 6,  that  Diftillers  may  let  up  any  other  lawful 
Trade.  And  as  there  will  be  greater  Demands 
in  the  Malting,  and  the  Brewery  Way,  they  may 
turn  their  Stock  and  Utenfils  to  thofe  Branches, 
which  come  the  neareft  to  their  former  Profef- 
fion. 

3.  Anfwer.  If  neither  of  the  two  former  Am 
fwers  fhould  obviate  every  Difficulty,  and  redrefs 
every  Hardfhip,  Who  ought  to  be  the  Sufferers  ? 
Is  it  reafonable,  that  a  very  great  Part  of  the 
Common  People  of  Great  Britain  fhould  be  per¬ 
mitted,  and  indeed  encouraged  to  go  on  in  the 
Practice  of  a  \ice,  which  enfeebles  and  enervates 
(hem  and  their  Defendants,  effaces  all  Sentiments 

Of 
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of  Religion,  fhortens  their  Lives,  and  renders 
them  a  Burden  to  diemfelves,  their  Families,  and 
the  Publick  ?  —  or,  that  a  few  particular  Perfons 
fhould  fuffer  fome  Inconveniencies  ? — For  theDif- 
tillery  may  Fill  continue  as  far  as  publick  Utility 
will  allow ;  and,  as  appears  by  the  Preambles  to 
feveral  A£ts  of  Parliament,  the  Legiflature  did 

not  defign  it  fhould  extend  farther. 

\ 

Objection  III.  The  palling  fuch  a  Law  would 
prevent  the  Confumption  of  great  Quantities  of 
Corn,  particularly  of  damaged  Corn :  and  there¬ 
fore  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  Farmer,  the 
Gentleman,  and  the  Landed  Intereft. 

1.  Anfwer .  The  *  palling  fuch  a  Law  would 
greatly  encreafe  the  Confumption  of  Bread,  con- 
fequently  of  Corn  :  —  It  would  alfo  encreafe  the 
Confumption  of  Malt,  Hops,  Butter,Cheefe,  Milk, 
Garden  Stuff,  Flefh,  Wool,  and  every  other  Pro¬ 
duce  of  Land.  It  would  be  a  Means  of  IdTening: 
t}ie  Poor’s  Tax,  encreafing  the  Numbers  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  promoting  Trade  and  Induftry  ; — and  confe- 
quently,  in  every  View,  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Farmer,  the  Gentleman,  2nd  the  Landed  Intereft, 

2.  Anfwer.  ff  a  Bill  fhould  pafs  to  difcourage 
the  exceffive  Drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  the 
Quantity  of  Com  which  would  thereby  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  being  ufed  in  the  Piftilleries,  is  not 

near 

r ;  -  "  r"  1  ■  1  r  L  ljri"  1  -  .  ■■■■ 

*  See  the  Appendix ,  containing  the  Eftimates  and  Obfer- 
vations  on  them,  for  a  further  Proof  and  ftlultraU02  of  wfot 
advanced  in  thefe  Antwerp 
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near  fo  great  as  one  might  be  apt  to  fuppofe  from 
the  mighty  Strefs  which  is  laid  upon  this  Article. 

And  firfti  as  to  damaged  Corn.  By  the  pomp¬ 
ous  Accounts  which  have  been  fpread  abroad,  one 
would  imagine  the  Diftillers  confume  all  the  da¬ 
maged  Corn  in  the  Kingdom.  Whereas  of  late 
Years  they  have  fcarce  confumed  any.  This  is  a 
Fad  which  hath  been  proved  before  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
Year  1745,  by  Perfons  ol  undoubted  Credit  and 
Veracity ;  and  may  fo  eafily  be  proved  again,  both 
by  the  Dealers  in  Corn,  and  by  thofe  who  have 
l’een  the  Magazines  of  Diftillers,  and  obferved  the 
Com  put  into  their  Tuns,  that,  I  am  perfuaded> 
they  will  hardly  attempt  to  contradict  it.  And  if 
we  fuppofe  the  Diftillers  to  under  (land  their  own 
Intereft,  which  no  one  queftions,  they  muji  ufe 
the  beft  of  Corn,  as  it  affords  a  better  Spirit,  and 
greater  Quantity,  and  as  they  are  at  the  fame  Ex- 
pences  of  Wages,  Utenfils,  and  Apparatus,  Houfe- 
Rent,  Fire,  &c.  in  extrading  from  the  damaged 
as  from  the  good  Corn. 

The  Farmer,  then,  hath  not  the  Vent  that  is 
pretended  for  his  damaged  Corn.  — What  is  to  be 
done  with  it?  The  moll  natural  Way  of  difpof- 
ing  of  it,  would  be  the  antient  Method  of  feeding 

O- 

1  logs,  as  that  would  render  the  Flefh  firm  and 
wholcfome.  But  here  again  the  Farmer  is  injur¬ 
ed  by  the  Diftiller.  For  it  hath  been  undeniably 
proved  before  the  fame  Committee,  That  the 
Diftillers  feed  prodigious  Numbers  cf  Hogs,  at 
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a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  the  Farmer  can  afford. 
Mr  Thomas  hVaite  faid,  “  That  he  has  leen  2000 
“  Hogs  fatting  at  one  Time  in  a  Diftiller’s  Yard 
44  at  Deptford ;  that  they  are  not  fed  with  Corn, 
44  but  by  Diftiller’s  Wafh,  and  other  Things  by 
44  them  ufed,  whereby  they  are  always  kept 
44  Drunk.”  Excellent  Method^  of  preparing  the 
Flefh  of  an  Animal,  which  at  beft  is  not  the  moll 
wholefome,  to  be  Food  for  Man  !  and  the  Effect 
is  accordingly  :  For  Mr  Timothy  Child  obferved, 
(who  had  been  in  the  Bufmefs  of  making  Bacon 
upwards  of  twenty  Years)  44  That  the  Flefh  of 
44  Diftillers  Hogs  is  unwholefome,  when  kept  in 
44  Salt  or  Pickle  any  time,  and  half  of  it  will  be 
44  rotten.”  A  lamentable  Confideration  this  for 
our  poor  Sailors,  whofe  chief  Food  is  Pork  in  their 
long  Voyages!  What  Scurvies!  what  Cachexies 
muftthisoccafion  in  the  human  Conftitution  !  Nay, 
fpeaking  of  the  Confumption  of  it  at  home,  even 
as  frefh  Meat,  he  obferves,  44  It  is  eatable  in 
44  Summer,  but  has  frequently  made  People  fickP 
Yet  as  the  Diftillers  feed  fo  much  cheaper  than 
the  Farmers,  they  greatly  underfell  them  :  And 
Mr  John  Butterfield  obferved  upon  his  Examina¬ 
tion,  44  That  in  the  Year  1722,  (N,B.  Before  the 
drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors  was  come  to  fuch 
an  immoderate  Height)  44  he  fatted  a  great  many 
44  Hogs  with  Corn  not  capable  of  being  malted  ; 
44  and  the  Price  of  Bacon  was  at  that  time  2 s.  4 d* 
44  qp*  Stone  to  the  Market,  and  2 s.  6d.  Stone 
“  to  private  Families.  —  But  when  Pork  was  re- 

“  duced 
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cc  duced  to  20  d.  ^  Stone,  he  left  off;  and  that 
<c  that  Sort  of  Corn  he  then  fed  Hogs  with,  is 
cc  now  ufelefs  to  him.  That  many  Farmers  have 
<c  left  off  feeding  and  breeding  of  Swine.  For 
<c  they  may  as  well  throw  their  Com  away,  as 
u  attempt  to  feed  Swine  upon  an  Average  with 
cc  the  Diftillers :  That  the  fprouted  Corn,  with 
“  which  the  Witnefs  ufed  to  feed  Hogs,  he  makes 
tc  very  little  ufe  of  at  prefent :  Some  of  it,  he 
“  faid,  he  had  fold  to  a  Perfon,  who  grinds  Corn 
<c  for  the  Diftillers,  at  4 s.  qp*  Quarter  lefts  than 
c<  the  Price  he  had  fold  Corn  at  to  the  Maltfters  : 

and  the  Perfon  who  bought  it,  fold  it  again 
“  at  3J.  Quarter  lofs” 

Let  the  Publick  by  thcfe  Inftances  judge,  how 
far  the  Diftillers  are  Benefactors  to  the  Farmers 
and  the  Landed  Intereft. 

Secondly ,  As  to  the  Cafe  of  found  Corn.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  Prices  of  Corn  at  Bear  Key  for  the 
laft  Year,  that  Wheat  (except  the  very  Prime  of 
all)  at  a  Medium  was  about  27 s.  ^  Quarter,  and 
Barley  about  1 5  Now,  according  to  Mr  Will. 
HarveJFs  Account,  when  examined  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Committee,  12  Quarters  of  Barley 
will  produce  one  Tun  of  Spirits,  that  is,  252 
Gallons.  But  the  fame  Quantity  of  Wheat  would 
have  produced  more.  Yet  we  will  fuppofe,  that 
both  Sorts  of  Grain  produce  only  the  fame  Quan¬ 
tity,  and  reckon  equal  Parts  of  Wheat  and  Barley 
to  make  the  Quarter  at  21s.  upon  an  Average. 
Now  the  grofs  Amount  of  the  Britijlj  Diftilleries 
•  -  .  being 
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being  6613011  Gallons,  for  the  Year  1750,  there 
will  be  found,  according  to  this  Computation,  to 
have  been  ufed  314905  Quarters  of  Grain,  which 
at  21  s.  Quarter  amounts  to  330650  Pounds 
Sterling. 

Here  then  we  fee  the  whole  Amount  of  what 
is  paid  by  the  Diftillers  to  the  Farmer  and  the 
Landed  Intereft. 

If  therefore  the  Sums  are  deducted,  which  are 
expended  in  Corn  for  making  Spirits  for  Expor¬ 
tation,  as  it  is  not  propofed  to  reftrain  that  Branch : 
— And  what  will  ftill  be  ufed  for  home  Confump- 
tion,  notwithftanding  any  new  Difcouragement 
both  which  Articles  mu  ft  at  lead;  be  computed  to 
be  one  half  of  the  grofs  Sum  ;  then  there  remains 
1 65325  Pounds,  the  Sum  which  the  Diftillers  are 
fuppofed  at  prefent  to  expend  on  the  Landed  In¬ 
tereft  ; — and  which  would  fink,  were  the  excef- 
five  Drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors  duly  re- 
ftrained. 

N.  B.  It  is  to  be  particularly  obferved,  that  the 
Calculations  are  made  to  run  as  high  as  poftiblein 
the  Diftillers  Favour.  For  there  is  no  Notice 
taken  of  the  damaged  Corn  ufed,  be  it  more  or 
lefs  :  But  all  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  beft,  and  at 
the  higheft  Price.  No  Allowance  is  made  for  the  . 
advanced  Price  laft  Year,  on  Account  of  the  large 
Exportation  to  Spain ,  which  may  not  happen  ano¬ 
ther  Year :  It  is  here  like  wife  granted,  that  equal 
Quantities  of  Wheat  and  Barley  are  confumed  by 
the  Diftillers,  though  the  certain  Fa6l  is,  that 

there 
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there  are  much  greater  Quantities  of  Barley: 
Moreover  12  Quarters  of  Corn  are  fuppofed  to 
produce  only  252  Gallons  of  Spirit ;  though  the 
Treatife  entitled,  Diftilled  Spirituous  Liquors  the 
Bane  of  the  Nation ,  (whofe  excellent  Author  is 
above  all  Cenfure  both  as  to  Integrity  and  Judg¬ 
ment)  pofitively  afferts,  page  21,  That  the  Dif- 
tillers  themfelves  confefs,  they  can  draw  23  Gal¬ 
lons  of  Proof  Spirits  from  one  Quarter  of  Corn, 
i.e.  276  Gallons  from  12  Quarters. 

If  therefore  all  thele  Items  were  taken  into  the 

—  ■  » 

Eftimation,  there  would  not  remain  100000  £, 
to  *  the  Credit  Side  of  the  Didillers  Account. 
But  fuppofe  the  mod: — nay,  fuppofe  200000^. 
what  is  that  to  the  preventing  the  Confumption 
of  about  two  Millions  a  Year  of  the  Produce  of 
Land!  and  the  yearly  Lofs  of  very  near  four 
Millions  to  the  Nation  in  general !  (See  the  Edi- 
mates,  and  Obfervations  on  them,  in  the  Appendix .) 

4.  Anfwer.  If  the  prefent  Ufe  of  Spirituous 
Liquors  is  beneficial  to  the  Farmer,  and  the 
Landed  filtered  ^  then  it  follows,  That  the  fewer 
the  People,  — and  the  lefs  Work  they  do,  — the 
poorer  they  are  houfed  and  cloathed, — and  the  lefs 
Appetites  they  have  for  their  Victuals  •,  the  more 
would  be  the  Profit  of  the  Farmer  and  his  Land¬ 
lord  :  That  is,  When  the  Farmer  fells  much  lefs 
in  Quantity  than  he  otherwife  would  do,  and  for 

lefs 

*  N.  B-  No  Allowance  is  here  made  for  the  o;reat  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Spirits  drawn  from  MolafTes,  Treacle,  or  other  Mate¬ 
rials,  which  would  confiderabJy  reduce  this  Calculation. 
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left  Price , — then  he  receives  the  more  Money. 
This  is  fuch  an  Expedient  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Landed  Intereft,  for  paying  of  Rents,  Rates,  and 
Taxes,  employing  the  Poor,  and  preventing  their 
becoming  a  Burden  to  their  refpedtive  Parifhes  \ 
. — that  I  fhall  only  obferve,  thole  Perfons  muff  be 
hard  put  to  it,  who  could  not  propofe  a  better, 
than  that  of  converting  Barley  into  Poifon  to 
murder  the  Confumers  of  Wheat  and  every  other 
Produce  of  the  Land. 

Objection  IV.  The  putting  down,  or  difcou- 
raging  the  Britijh  Diflilleries,  will  be  only  fo  much 
Encouragement  given  for  the  Introduction  of  Fo¬ 
reign  Spirits  not  paying  the  Duty  A  Practice 
too  frequent  already. 

1.  Anfwer.  Foreign  Spirits,  though  run,  can* 
not  do  fo  much  Mifchief,  as  our  own  at  prefent- ; 
becaufe  they  muff  be  neceflarily  dearer,  and  con- 
fequently  not  fo  eafy  to  be  purchafed  by  ordinary 
and  common  People.  Any  fmall  Quantity  of  the 
bed  Gin  (as  it  is  called)  may  be  retailed  at  the 
Rate  of  gd.  the  Quart ;  but  the  fame  Quantity 
of  Brandy  can  hardly  be  retailed  for  double  the 
Sum,  even  upon  the  Sea-Coaft,  where  it  is  run. 

2.  Anfwer .  In  the  Cafe  of  Englijh  Spirits,  the 
Inland  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  where  the  chief 
Manufactures  are,  fuffer  equally  with  the  Sea- 
Coaffs  *,  becaufe  Diflilleries  maybe,  and  are  fet 
up,  wherever  there  is  a  Vent  for  the  Commodity, 
which  is  particularly  found  to  be  in  Places  of  Ma¬ 
nufacture.  But  thefe  Inland  Parts  of  the  King- 

deni 
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dom  cannot  be  much  hurt  by  the  Smuggling  of 
Liquors  from  abroad,  as  the  very  Land  Carriage* 
and  the  continual  Rifque,  enhance  the  Price,  fo  as 
to  make  it  too  dear  for  the  manufacturing  Poor 
to  purchafe. 

3.  Anfwer .  Some  proper  Methods  may  be 
taken  even  to  fupprefs  Smuggling.  For  fure  the 
Evil  is  not  altogether  incurable,  if  fuch  Expe¬ 
dients  are  happily  found  out  as  go  to  the  Root  of 
it,  and  are  carried  into  juft  Execution. 

It  may  indeed  be  too  difficult  fora  private  Per- 
fon,  to  find  out  a  Remedy  equal  to  a  Difeafe  fo 
univerfal,  and  of  fo  long  Continuance  :  But  yet 
as  every  well-meant  Endeavour  for  the  Publick 
Service  is  candidly  accepted,  when  offered  with 
Modefty  and  Submiffion,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
following  Thoughts,  which  proceed  no  farther 
than  by  Way  of  ^uere9  will  be  favourably  re¬ 
ceived. 

Quere  I.  If  the  Privileges  and  Exemptions 
of  the  Iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  &c.  were 
aboliffied,  and  thofe  perfectly  united  to  the 
Britijh  Crown,  could  the  fame  Frauds  be  then 
praCtifcd,  as  the  running  of  Goods,  which  have 
had  a  Drawback  granted  them.  Smuggling  of 
French  Wines,  Brandies,  Teas,  Coffee,  Chocolate, 
Silks,  Lace,  and  all  other  Commodities,  as  are  at 
prefent? — Could  the  French  Wines  be  mixt  with 
Pert ,  and  then  entered  as  if  they  were  ail  the 
Growth  of  Portugal ,  to  the  great  Detriment  of 
the  Revenue,  the  manifeft  Injury  of  the  Portugal 

Trade. 
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Trade,  the  certain  irreparable  Lofs  to  the  Nation^ 
and  the  open  avowed  Encouragement  to  Pe  r> 
jury  ?—Could  the  Smacks  and  Cruifers,  which 
Were  defigned  to  guard  the  Coaft,  have  the  fame 
Pretence  to  enter  the  Ports  of  France ,  which  they 
have  now  to  ftep  into  Guernfey  and  Jerfey ,  viz.  to 
fee  what  Veffels  were  lading,— and  fometimes  take 
in  a  Lading  for  themfelves  ? — Et  qui-s  Cuftodes  cuf 
todiat  ipfos  ? 

Quere  II.  If  the  JurifdiCtion  of  the  Jjle  of  Man 
Was  annexed  to  the  Crown,  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  the  Hereditable  Jurifdictions  in  Scotland  lately 
were,  could  France ,  Holland ,  Denmark ,  &c.  find 
any  Place  in  our  own  Seas,  as  a  Storehoufe  or  Ma¬ 
gazine  ±  for  depofiting  their  feveral  contraband 
Goods,  in  order  to  run  them  on  the  Coafts  of 
England ,  kVales ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland?  If  the 
Collectors  of  the  Cuftoms  of  the  prefent  noblfe 
Proprietor  of  this  Eland,  were  obliged  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  Parliament  their  Books  of  Entries  for  thfe 
laft  feveri  Years,  and  fuch  Entries  compared  with 
the  Accounts  that  might  be  tranfmitted  from 
France ,  Holland ,  Denmark ,  &c.  would  it  not  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  refpeCtive  India  Companies  of  thofe 
Countries  had  imported  vafi:  Quantities  of  Teas* 
and  other  India  Goods,  principally  with  a  View 
to  make  their  Markets  by  Smuggling  them  into 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland?  And  ought  not  that 
Gircumftance  alone  be  an  alarming  Confidera- 
tion  to  the  Englifb  Eaft- India  Company,  to  the 
Government,  and  the  whole  Britijh  Nation  ?  Do 
the  French ,  Dutch ,  Danes ,  &c. .  permit  the  Englijh 
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to  ufe  any  Part  of  their  refpe&ive  Dominions  fof 
the  like  Purpofes  ?  And  would  it  not  be  more 
advantageous  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  as  to  the  mere 
Articles  of  Prefit  and  Lofs ,  to  pay  Subfidies  to 
thefe  Countries  of  200000  Pounds  ^  Annum, 
than  to  let  Matters  continue  on  the  prefent  Foot¬ 
ing  ?  Laftly,  with  regard  to  our  own  Subjects,  if 
this  Ifland  were  annexed  to  the  Crown,  could  the 
corrupt  Part  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Smacks 
and  Cruifers  receive  any  Emolument  for  conniving 
at  the  Evils  here  complained  of  ?  or  the  ho7ieft  Part 
be  intuited,  and  even  imprifoned  by  the  Deputy 
Governors  or  their  Agents,  for  difeharging  faith- 
fully-their  Duty  ;  of  which  there  hath  been  a  very 
glaring  and  recent  Inftance  ?  And  would  it  be 
practicable  to  make  as  many  foam  Exportations  ot 
Tobacco,  and  other  Goods  entitled  to  a  Draw¬ 
back,  as  it  is  at  prefent  ? 

Qiere  III.  Whether  the  prefent  Methods  of 
collecting  the  Duties  on  trench  Brandies,  and 
other  Foreign  Liquors,  are  not  found  to  be  even¬ 
tually  productive  of  great  Temptations  to  lmuggle 
them  ?  Whether  fuch  Temptations  could  pofil- 
bly'be  fo  ftrong,  if  there  was  the  fame  Permiffion 
granted  to  the  Importers  of  thefe  Commodities, 
as  there  is  to  the  Importers  of  Rum  *,  viz.  Eo  put 
them  in  the  King's  Warehoufe ,  paying  the  Duties  only 
for  the  Quantities  they  take  out ,  when  they  meet  with 
m  Pur  chafer,  and  leaving  the  Reft  to  continue  ? 
Whether  a  Smuggler  with  One  hundred  Pounds 
Stock  would  run  the  Riique  of  his  Life  and  For¬ 
tune,  which  the  prelent  Laws  fubjecl  him  to,  if 
*  he 
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tie  could  commence  a  fair  Trader,  to  Sufficient 
Advantage,  with  fo  Small  a  Capital  ?  And  whe¬ 
ther,  in  Cafe  of  Such  a  Permiffion,  a  Man  could 
not  carry  on  a  more  extenfive  Trade  with  One 
hundred  Pounds,  than  he  can  do  now  with  Six 
times  the  Sum  ? 

Whether  the  great  Frauds  in  the  Tobacco 
Trade,  to  the  prodigious  Detriment  of  the  Re¬ 
venue,  and  the  National  Intereft,  cannot  likewife 
be  accounted  for,  upon  the  Principle  here  fug„ 
gelled  ?  And  if  the  Importers  of  Tobacco  were 
allowed  the  like  Benefit  as  the  Importers  of  Rum, 
whether  there  would  be  any  illicit  Practices  in  the 
Trade  of  the  one,  more  than  in  that  of  the  other  ? 

Quere  IV.  If  all  Seizures  were  abfolutely  pro¬ 
hibited  to  be  fold  for  home  Confumption,  could 
they  then  cover  the  vending  any  Quantity  of  un- 
accu Homed  Goods,  which  are  now  vended  in 
large  Quantities  by  this  Means  ? — If  the  Seizures 
were  not  to  be  ufed  at  home,  would  the  Pur- 
chafers  give  more  for  fuch  Goods,  than  they  do 
for  others  of  the  like  intrinfick  Value  ?  And  is  not 
the  advanced  Price  now  given,  a  plain  Indication 
of  the  Ufes  to  which  they  are  applied  ? 

£>uere  V.  If  the  Commanders  and  Officers  of 
the  Smacks  and  Cruifers  were  to  be  paid  only  one 
half  of  their  Salaries  of  Courfe ,  and  the  other  half 
by  way  of  Gratuity ,  when  it  appeared  that  they 
had  been  vigilant  and  a&ive  to  an  high  Degree* 
would  not  this  quicken  their  Motions,  and  add 
new  Life  and  Vigour  to  their  Endeavours  ?  If 
tiiQfe  who  could  give  no  Proof  of  an  extraordinary 

C  2  Vigilance 
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Vigilance  were  to  lofe  fuch  Gratuities,  and  others 
to  receive  them,  as  an  additional  Reward,  who 
had  diftinguiffied  themfelves  the  mod  eminently, 
would  not  this  be  a  Means  of  raifing  a  Spirit  of 
Emulation  among  them,  and  making  the  affive 
Principles  of  Intereft,  Shame,  Fear,  Honour,  Dif- 
grace,  all  unite,  and  operate  for  the  Publick 
Good  ? 

£)uere  VI.  If  a  few  independent  Companies  of 
light  Horfe  were  railed,  in  the  Nature  of  Hujfars , 
would  not  fuch  kind  of  Cavalry  be  much  more 
proper  to  fcour  the  Coafts,  and  purfue  Smugglers, 
than  heavy  Horfe,  and  Dragoons,  and  regular 
Forces  ?  —  And  if  their  Officers  were  paid  in  the 
fame  Manner,  as  is  propofed  for  the  Officers  of 
Smacks  and  Cruifers,  would  it  not  be  an  addi¬ 
tional  Advantage  to  the  common  Caufe,  a  Secu¬ 
rity  for  their  Integrity,  and  an  Incentive  to  their 
Vigilance  ? 

g)uere  VII.  Ii  the  whole  Seizures  were  given 
to  the  Captors,  would  it  not  be. a  greater  Encou¬ 
ragement  than  giving  them  a  Part  ?  And  if  the 
Fees  and  Expences  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
for  Condemnation  did  not  rife  fo  high,  would  not 
this  enhance  the  Value  of  the  Prize  to  the  Captors, 
and  confequently  make  them  more  adlive  and  vi¬ 
gilant  in  the  Purluit  ot  it  ?  Whether  there  have 
not  been  Inftances  of  Cuftomhoufe  Officers  com¬ 
pounding  with  the  Delinquents  for  petty  Seizures, 
rather  than  be  at  the  Expence  of  condemning  them 
in  the  Exchequer ,  as  that  would  fwallow  up  the 
Profit  ? 
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Thefe  Queries  the  Author  would  humbly  offer 
to  public  Consideration  *,  not  doubting  but  many 
other  Methods  might  be  found  out,  greatly  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  fame  good  End.  As  to  the  Diffi¬ 
culties  againft  putting  this  Scheme  into  immediate 
Execution  ^  he  is  not  aware  of  any,  but  is  far  from 
prefuming  to  determine  that  there  are  none. 

i 

Objection  V.  If  our  common  People  cannot 
get  drunk  with  Gin  and  Spirits,  they  will  with 
other  Liquors  : — and  that  is  as  bad. 

1.  Anfwer .  The  Ufe  of  other  Liquors  is  not 
as  bad ;  becaufe  the  Drinking  of  Spirituous  Li¬ 
quors  is  a  kind  of  inftantaneous  Dr  unkennels,  where 
a  Man  hath  no  time  to  recoiled  or  think,  whether 
he  has  had  enough  or  not.  The  Smallnefs  of  the 
Quantity  deceives  him,  fo  that  his  Reafon  is  gone 
before  he  is  aware.  But  when  a  poor  labouring 
Man  hath  drank  his  Pint  of  Ale,  he  is  ftill  Sober, 
and  cool  enough  to  confider,  whether  he  fhould 
call  for  more. 

2.  Anfwer .  The  Ufe  of  other  Liquors  is  not 
as  bad,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Drunkennefs  is  not 
the  fame.  Ale  is  a  Soporifick :  A  Man  drunk  with 
Ale,  falls  aQeep,  and  is  fo  far  an  harmlefs  Crea¬ 
ture  :  whereas  the  Perfon  intoxicated  with  Gin,  is 
mad  and  furious ,  without  Senfe  of  Duty,  Fear,  or 
Shame,  66  ready  to  engage  in  any  Ads  of  Villany 
and  Outraged5 

3.  Anfwer.  The  Effeds  and  Confequences  on 
the  Human  Conflitution,  and  in  Relation  to  the 
Increafe  of  the  Species,  are  not  the  fame.  See 
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the  Miferies  and  direful  Confequences  of  drinking 
Spirituous  Liquors,  fet  forth  in  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Worceflcr* s  late  Sermon,  Dedication,  and  Ap¬ 
pendix. 

Objection  VI.  All  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
that  can  be  devlfed,  will  not  cure  the  Evil.  Peo¬ 
ple  bewitched  with  Spirituous  Liquors,  will  have 
them  by  fome  means  or  other :  fo  that  the  new 
intended  Law,  will  be  as  ineffectual  as  all  the; 
former  ones. 

1.  Anfwer.  The  Reafon  why  the  former  Laws 
became  ineffectual,  hath  been  accounted  for  al- 
ready,  page  7  :  So  that  the  Experience  of  former 
Times  will  help  the  Legiflature  to  provide  againff 
the  like  Inconveniencies  for  the  Future. 

2. '  Anfwer.  As  to  the  Pofition,  That  People 
will  have  Spirituous  Liquors;  it  is  to  beobferved, 
that  the  prefent  Drinkers  of  Spirituous  Liquors 
may  be  divided  into  three  Sorts  ^  firff,  fuch  as  are 
obftinately  addicted  to  it  *, — fecqndly,  lych  as  have 
no  unconquerable  Attachment,  yet  cannot  with- 
ffand  the  Temptation,  when  thrown  in  their  Way. 

* — thirdly,  young  Children,  and  the  rifing  Gene¬ 
ration. 

With  refpedt  to  the  firft  of  thefe  ;  —  Though  it 
fhould  be  found  impracticable  totally  to  prevent 
them,  yet  a  Law  of  this  Nature  muff  necefiarily 
make  it  exceeding  difficult  for  them  to  get  at  it, 
as  often  as  before  :  confequently  the  Price  being 
enhanced,  the  Quantity  drank  would  be  much 
lefs  *  which  Circumfbmce  a4one,  would  prolong 
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their  Lives,  and  hinder  their  Example  from  being 
fo  corrupting,  as  otherwife  it  would  be. 

With  refpebt  to  the  fecond  Sort ;  — -  If  the 
Temptation  is  removed,  thefe  People  may  be  eafy 
enough  without  it :  there  being  a  material  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  being  tempted , — and  feeking  a  Temp¬ 
tation.  Many  People,  who  would  never  have 
fought  a  Temptation,  may  yet  be  overcome  when 
they  are  aflfaulted  by  it.  * 

J  J  .  i  •  < 

As  to  the  third  Sort  5 —There  can  be  no  Rea- 
fon  to  believe,  but  that  Children  and  the  rifing 
Generation  may  be  eafily  reclaimed,  as  they  have 
not  yet  been  habitually  accuftomed  to  it. 

3.  Anfwer .  If  fuch  a  Law  will  be  ho  Reftraint 
to  this  growing  Evil  •,  we  fhall  be  at  the  word: 
but  juft  where  we  were  :  consequently,  there  can 
be  no  very  weighty  Reafon  for  induftrioufly  oppoft- 
ing  it.  Therefore,  if  there  fhould  be  any  violent 
O-ppofition  made  to  a  Bill  for  this  good  Purpofe,, 
it  cannot  be  upon  Account;,  of  its  having  no  Ef¬ 
fect,  though  that  may  be  pretended.— There  muff 
be  fome  other  Reafon  at  the  Bottom. 
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CONTAINING 

•  *  .....  .*  >>  -*  .  >  .  • 
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•  r 

Certain  Eftimatcs  of  the  Annual  Lois 

•  \  *  *  r  \ 

and  Profit  of  Great  Britain ,  by 
drinking  Gin  and  Spirituous  Li¬ 
quors,  with  Obfervations  upon 
them. 


- -  ■  ■ — — 

ANNUAL  LOSS. 


SUPPOSE  there  are  400000 
Dram-Drinkers,  who  eat 
lefs  Bread  by  at  leaft  %d.  each,  '  v',f 

in  the  Space  of  feven  Days, 
the  Amount  of  this  is,  — .  260714  5  S  f 

They  e^t  lefs  Butchers  Meat, 

Fifh,  Roots,  Garden-Stuff, 

Butter,  Cheefe,  Eggs,  Bacon, 

Sait,  Milk,  Sugar,  and  all 
Sorts  of  Groceries,  by  1  d. 

Day,  or  yd.  ^  Week,  608333  6  S 

They  drink;  lefs  Malt  Liquor, 

by  4 d.  Week,  — ,  —  347619  o  11) 

Carried  over  --  1216666  13  4 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X:  2 

£‘  S.  dn 

Brought  over —  1216666  13  4 

They  ufe  lefs  Apparel  and 
Cloathing  of  all  Sorts,  lefs 
Wafhing,  Soap,  by  id. 

Week,  —  —  —  173S 09  10  5 

They  ufe  fewer  Utenfils,  and  lefs 

Furniture  in  their  Houfes  or 

»'  ’  j 

Lodgings,  lefs  Change  of 
Bedding,  and  Wafhing  of 
ditto,  lefs  Fuel  and  Candle 
to  Work  by,  by  2 d.  ty*  Week,  173809  10  5 

They  do  lefs  Work  by  is.  6d. 

Week,  —  —  — •  1564285  14 

What  is  above  computed,  re¬ 
lates  only  to  Gin -Drinkers 
when  alive ;  but  to  this  Ao 
count  muft  be  added  the  Lofs 
which  the  Nation  fuftains  by 
the  'premature  and  untimely 
Deaths  of  fo  many  Labourers 
and  Mechanicks,  whofe  Lives 
are  continually  fhortned  or 
deflroyed  by  means  of  this 
Poifon.— Like  wife  the  Thefts, 

Robberies,  and  Executions 
hence  occafioned. — ‘ The  Pre¬ 
vention  of  the  Encreafe  of 
the  Species, — The  confequent 
Loffes  and  Deficiencies  in  the 
Waking  up  all  Sorts  of  Mgr 

Carried  over  3128571  8 
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'  •  -  ^  X. 

£■ 

Brought  over —  3128571 
nufa&ures., — Lefs  Provifions 
expended. — Sicknefs  brought 
on _ The  Numbers  that  daily' 

become  a  Burden  upon  their 
Parities, —The  prodigious  In- 

creafe  of  the  Poor-Taxes, — 
and  the  Lofs  of  Labour  from 
all  thefe  Caufes ;  which,  that 
we  may  be  fure  to  put  it  low 
enough,  fhall  only  be  efti-  *  ~ 

>  0  ,  •  J  i  »  1 

mated  at  2 s.  Week,  —  2085714 
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•  :  :  •  -  -  —  5214285  .14  3 7 

Deduct  the  Annual  Profits,  as  , 

appears  underneath,  —  14*6666  13  4 
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Remains  for  Total  of  Annual 

Lofs,  — -  —  —  —  3997619  O  II  y 


ANNUAL  PROFIT,  ; 

•  ;  \  • 

A  J  *  H  E  above  400000  Per- 

X  Ions  of  both  Sexes  in  Great 

;  .  .  : 

Britain ,  are  luppofed  to.  drink 
two  penny  worth  each  ^  Day 

•  -  ^  >4  i  *  >.  * . 

ot  Englijh  Spirits,  one  Day 
with  another  r  The  yearly 
Amount  of  this.  U  : —  1216666  13  4 
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So  malignant  is  this  Evil,  and  extenfive  in  its 
Fatal  Confequences  !  Elere  therefore  let  us  ob- 
ferve,  that  if  the  Calculations  are  juft,  the  Lofs 
which  the  Nation  annually  fuftains,  is  prodigious 
and  aftonifhing  ;  the  Prevention  of  which  in  the 
Courfe  of  few  Years  would  amount  to  a  Sum 
equal  to  the  whole  National  Debt.  But  if  there 
are  any  Objections  againft  this  Train  of  Reafoning, 
they  muft  turn  upon  the  Suppofition,  in  the  pre - 
fent  Cafe ,  that  the  Calculations  are  made  too  high: 
For  the  Diftillers  can  have  no  Grounds  to  com¬ 
plain  in  Cafe  the  Lofles  are  fet  too  low ,  as  every 
Error  on  that  Side  is  fo  much  in  their  Favour. 

Now  if  the  Eftimates  on  the  Profit  fide  of  the 
Account  are  too  high  ;  a  Rectification  of  the  Mif- 
take  would  make  the  Balance  appear  ftill  worfs 
in  their  Disfavour.  Therefore  the  only  Objection 
to  be  made,  muft  relate  to  the  lofingfi.de  of  the 
Account.  The  Queftion  therefore  is.  Which  of 
all  thefe  Articles  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  over-charg- 
ed  ? 

Is  it  an  immoderate  Computation  to  allow 
400000  habitual  Drinkers  of  Gin  and  Euglifh 
Spirits  in  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain? 

. — .Rather  would  not  any  Man  fay,  that  there  are 
a  much  greater  Number  within  the  City  of  Lon~ 
don ,  and  the  Neighbouring  Counties,  without  tak¬ 
ing  in  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom  ?  But  whatever 
be  the  real  Number  of  Gin  Drinkers,  whether 
400000  or  four  Times  that  Number,  the  real 
Lofs  to  the  Nation  is  in  Proportion  to  the  real  Num¬ 
ber  ;  which  beyond  all  Difpute  is  much  greater 
than  400000 :  and  of  Courfe  the  Nation,  befides 
that  dreadful  Calamity,  the  Definition  and  Dimi¬ 
nution  of  People ,  fuffers  a  much  greater  annual 
Lofs,  as  to  the  Confumption  of  the  Produce  of 
the  Land,  as  to  Manufactures,  Trade  and  Reve- 
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nue  upon  all  thefe,  than  I  have  reprefented. — 
But  to  be  fo me  what  more  particular. 

Is  it  then  an  Over-charge  to  fay,  that  each  ha- 
litual  Dram-Drinker  eats  lefs  Bread  by  %d.  ^ 
Week  ?  If  any  one  is  dilpofed  to  be  of  that  Opi¬ 
nion,  let  him  pleafe  to  confider,  that  whereas 
a  Day-Labourer  or  Mechanick,  who  is  no  Dram- 
Drinker,  can  very  well  eat  a  Pound  of  Bread 
Day,  at  a  Medium,  together  with  a  good  Quantity 
of  folid  Animal  Food,  and  a  Pint  of  Ale  (and 
muft  require  more,  unlefs  he  hath  thefe  Supports) 
an  habitual  Dram-Drinker  feldom  eats  one  third 
of  the  Quantity.  —  Moreover  it  is  a  notorious 
Fa6t,  that  many  of  the  Parifh  Poor  have  carried 
their  Allowance  of  Bread  to  the  Gin-Shop,,  and 
there  exchanged  the  four-penny  Loaf  of  Bread  for 
three-penny  worth  of  Gin.  One  Circumftance  re¬ 
lating  to  this  'Subject  may  perhaps  recur  to  the 
Memories  of  feverai  Perfons,  viz.  That  in  the 
late  hard  Winter,  the  Candidates  for  Money,  and 
cuhcifi  Loaves  were  vaftly  more  numerous  than  thofe 
for. Slices  of  Bread,  Cheefe,  drefied  Meat,  and 
gopd'Broth;  —  though  thefe  latter  were  intrinfical- 
ly, of  greater  value:  — Nay,  they  were  flighted  and 
andQiefpi fed :  And  the  Reafon  was,  Becaufe  they 
mere  not  faleahle  at  the  Gin-Shop. 

The  next  Article  of  Lofs  confifts  in  the  lefs 
Confumption  of  Butchers-Meat,  Fifli,  Roots,  Gar¬ 
den-Stuff,  Butter,  Cheefe,  Eggs,  Bacon,  Salt, 
Milk,  Sugar,  and  all  Sorts  of  Groceries-,  —  and 
mis  is  only  rated  at  i  d.  dp  Day  :  Whereas  had  it 
been  double  the  Sum,  perhaps  it  would  not  have 
amounted  to  the  real  Lofs.  And  indeed  the  ha¬ 
bitual  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  is  known,  not 
only  to  pall  and  deftroy  the  Appetite,  but  to  make 
the  little  that  is  remaining  weak  and  delicate. 
The  common  People  by  their  bodily  Exercife  are 
fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  digefting,  and  by  their 
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Station  in  Life  are  under  a  kind  of  Neceflity  of 
purchafing,  the  coarjefi  Provifions  ; — confequently 
the  cheapeft.  But  ever  fince  the  frequent  Ule  of 
Spirituous  Liquors,  the  Palates  of  the  Poor  are 
become  Nice  and  Sickly  ^  to  a  degree  deferving  one’s 
Pity  and  Companion.  They  are  not  able  to  pur- 
chafe  Dainties ;  and  they  cannot  touch  what  is 
coarfe  and  ordinary. — The  Dram  therefore  is  the 
only  Refuge  :  And  hence  it  is,  that  the  great  Deal¬ 
ers  in  Flefh-Meat  in  Southwark  and  White-Chapel 
have  juftly  complained  of  late  Years,  that  they 
can  have  no  Purchafers  for  the  coarfer  Parts  of 
Meat,  which  ufed  formerly  to  be  Sold  to  the 
Poor  at  a  low  Price,  but  mu  ft  now  be  buried,  or 
thrown  upon  a  Dunghill  *.  And  moft  undoubt¬ 
edly  what  proves  to  be  the  Cafe  with  refpedt  to 
Butchers-Meat,  holds  equally  true  in  regard  to 
all  other  Sorts  of  Provifions. 

As  to  the  great  Deficiency  in  regard  to  Beer 
and  Ale,  I  would  only  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
when  labouring  People  ufe  thefe  Liquors  in  a  mo¬ 
derate  Degree,  they  are  enabled  and  fbpported  to 
Work  the  better  :  Confequently  a  Pint  a  Day  is 
no  unreafonable  Allowance  in  hard-working 
Trades,  and  a  Penny-worth  in  others.  But  the 
Dram-Drinker  hath  no  Ends  to  anfwer  by  the  Ufe 
of  Ale,  or  Beer  ;  it  is  too  cool  and  fpiritlefs  to 
warm  a  Stomach  long  habituated  to  the  Fire  of 
diftilled  Liquors; — And  yet  not  cool  and  quench¬ 
ing  enough  to  allay  the  burning  Thirft  this  Fire 
has  occaftoned.  Therefore  Small  Beer  or  Water 
is  the  only  prefent  Remedy  :  But  as  Small  Beer 
is  exceftive  cheap  in  comparifon  of  Ale,  the  larg- 
eft  Confumption  of  it  can  by  no  Means  compenfate 
for  the  Lofs  fuftained  in  not  making  a  proper  Ufe 
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of  Ale.  Moreover,  I  fubmit  it  to  the  learned  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty,  whether  the  large  Draughts 
fuch  unhappy  Wretches  fwallow  down,  do  not 
lay  the  Foundation  of  many  fatal  Difeafes. 

The  two  next  Articles  are  the  Lofs  of  what 
might  be  expended  in  Apparel,  Wafhing,  Soap, 
&V _ And  in  Furniture  for  their  Houfes  or  Lodg¬ 

ings.  Now  whoever  will  be  pleafed  to  take  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Rags  and  NakedneJs  of  thefe  miferable 
Objedts,  their  want  of  proper  Change ,  Wafhing, 
(Ac. —  the  lliocking  Scenes  of  Naflinefs  and  Po¬ 
verty  in  the  Places  they  herd  together  in,  often 
without  fo  much  as  a  Bed  to  lie  on,  never  with 
what  is  decent  and  convenient ;  will,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  be  much  apter  to  object  to  the  Eftimate 
as  vaftly  defective,  than  that  thefe  Articles  are  at 
all  over- charged. 

To  come  therefore  to  that  which  muft  occa- 
fion  all  thefe  Loftes,  viz.  The  Loss  of  Labour, 
This  is  eftimated  only  at  is.  6d.  ty*  Week. 
Whereas  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  where  the 
Drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors  moftly  prevails, 
there  the  Price  of  Labour  is  at  the  higheft.  In  many 
Trades  in  London  Journeymens  Wages  are  15J.  and 
Week,  aid  upwards  •,  and  Women  may 
get  from  8s.  to  12 s.  So  that  the  mifpending  but 
a  few  Hours  in  a  Week  would  more  than  double 
this  Sum.  And  thole  who  are  addidted  to  this  Vice, 
have  no  Notion  of  getting  any  more  at  their  refpec- 
tive  Trades  than  fufficient  to  purchafe  the  Dram : 
This  being  the  Sum  Total  of  their  Wifhes,  or, 
in  their  own  Phrale,  their  Meat,  Drink,  and 
Cloaths: — Which  indeed  is  almoft  literally  true  ; 
as  they  ufe  very  little  of  either  befides. 

After  what  hath  been  laid,  I  hope  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  add  any  thing,  as  to  the  concluding  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Eftimate.  —  If  the  Lofles  occafioned 
by  fo  many  Lives  fhortned  or  deftroy.ed, —  Rob¬ 
beries 
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beries  and  Murders— the  Prevention  of  the  Erp 
creafe  of  the  Species,  &c.  &c,  can  be  objected 
againft,  as  fet  too  high,  at  2  s.  jp*  Week,  I  Shall 
defpair  of  giving  any  Anfwer,  which  can  fatisfy 
Such  Objedtors.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  candid 
and  impartial  Reader  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  the 
fetting  the  feveral  Articles  fo  very  low ,  I  fhall  have 
little  Reafon  to  apprehend  his  Cenfure  on  the 
other  Account.  —  One  Thing  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  I  did  not  intend  to  exceed  by  a  Tingle 
Farthing ;  and  designedly  chofe  to  fet  every  Ar¬ 
ticle  vaftly  Short  of  what  was  my  own  Judgement 
concerning  them. 

The  whole  aggregate  Sum  indeed,  or  total  Lofs, 
when  brought  in  one  View,  Strikes  one  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  Horror  and  Amazement :  A  Lofs  little 
lefs  than  four  Millions,  which  Yearly  falls  upon 
the  Trading  Interest, — .the  Landed  Intereft, — • 
and  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain !  How  compli¬ 
cated  and  extenfively  deftrudtive  is  this  Evil !  — It 
would  be  a  poor  Confolation  to  pretend  to  Shew, 
which  of  the  Three  here  mentioned,  are  the  leaft 
Sufferers.  Be  it  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  they 
muft  all  jointly  fuffer  :  And  more  particularly,  that 
as  every  Decay  in  Trade,  &c.  muft  ultimately 
fall  upon  Land,  the  Damage  accruing  to  the  Land¬ 
ed  Intereft,  now  the  Evil  hath  been  of  fo  long 
Continuance,  muft  be  at  Jeaft  two  Millions  a 
Year. —  And  will  be  foon  more,  if  this  Vice  is 
fuffered  to  go  on. 
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AN  Objection  has  lately  tome  to  my  Know¬ 
ledge,  which  I  did  not  fulpedtthere  was  any 
Colour  for,  viz.  That  in  the  above  Eftimate  there 
is  a  double  Charge  on  the  lofing  Side ;  find,  by 
fpecifying  the  feveral  Particulars,  which  the  Drink¬ 
ers  of  Spirituous  Liquors  are  fuppofed  not  to  con- 
fume  in  confequence  of  this  Pradtice  ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  by  charging  the  Lofs  of  their  Labour  as 
a  diftindt  Article  from  the  former. 

But  fuppofe  A>  and  B.  are  both  Manufacturers* 
and  mutual  Confumers  of  each  other’s  Produce. 
A.  hath  a  certain  Number  of  Wants,  fuppofe 
twenty,  partly  natural,  partly  artificial,  to  be  fup- 
plied.  So  likewife  hath  B.  But  A .  takes  to 
drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  by  that 
Means  becomes  both  incapacitated  and  dijinclined 
to  work  for  B .  in  the  Manner  he  did  before.  Ill 
fhort  he  fupplies  but  the  one.  half  of  Bds  ufual 
Wants.  What  then  is  the  Confequence  ?  — Will 
B.  work  for  him  tor  nothing  ?  That  cannot  be 
fuppofed.  Befides,  it  hath  been  already  proved,- 
that  the  habitual  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  doth 
deftroy  Ads  Appetite,  and  takes  away  his  Inclina¬ 
tion  for  almolt  every  Produce,  or  Manufacture* 
but  his  beloved  evil  Spirit. 

On  the  contrary,  if  A.  fhould  grow  more  in- 
duftrious  than  before*  he  would  flill  purchafe  with 
this  Surplus  fomething  he  efteems  of  Ufe  either 
to  himfelf  or  his  Family;  that  is,  he  would  give' 
a  fuitable  Encouragement  to  B.  to  become  more 
induftrious  likewife  in  the  feveral  Branches  of  his 
Profelfion.  Thus  it  is,  that  thefe  Ferfons  muft 
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always  prove  either  a  mutual  Incentive ,  or  a  mutual 
Check  to  each  other  :  And  there  can  be  no  Medium 
in  this  Cafe,  between  a  double  Advantage  or  a  dou~ 
hie  Lcfs  to  the  Community. 

Hence  likewife  it  appears,  it  is  impoflible  there 
can  be  a  Want  of  Labour,  but  where  there  is  a 
previous  Want  of  Induftry  on  one  Side  or  the 
other.  For  the  more  Hands  there  are  employed, 
the  more  Employment  they  will  create  for  other 
Hands  :  and  by  that  means,  a  mutual  Circulation 
is  carried  on  through  every  Trade,  every  Profef- 
fion  and  Condition,  from  the  Meaneft  to  the 
Greateft.  For  Example  ;  One  hundred  Families 
in  any  Town,  if  induftrious,  mutually  find  Em¬ 
ployment  for  one  another  in  their  various  Occupa¬ 
tions  ;  the  fame  Town  encreafed  to  Five  hundred 
Families,  would  by  mutual  Commerce  produce 
a  correfpondent  Addition  of  Trade  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  :  and  the  Five  hundred  would  find  Employ¬ 
ment  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  One  hundred  do# 
— With  a  proportional  Encreafe  of  Advantages 
to  the  Landed  Inter  eft ,  and  to  the  Publick^  by  larger 
Confumptions  of  the  Produce  of  the  Land,  and 
larger  Contributions  to  every  Tax  and  Duty. 
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A  Brief  EBay  on  the  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  which 
refpeftively  attend  France  and  Great  Britain ,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Trade.  With  Tome  Propofals  for  removing  the 
principal  Difadvantages  of  Great  Britain.  In  a  new  Method. 

The  Second  Edition,  corrected,  with  large  Additions.  Pr.  2s. 
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C5*  This  is  the  Pamphlet  from  whence  the  Fool,  in  the  Gazet¬ 
teer,  No  6oo,  of  December  zif  and  2  2 d,  has  taken  his 
Extraft,  relating  to  the  Quejlion  in  Agitation  between  the 
Majlers  and  Journeymen  of  the  City  of  London  :  Alfo  in 
that  of  March  the  22d,  with  regard  to  the  Importation  of 
Iron  from  our  American  Colonies. 

-  Two  Diflertations  on  certain  Paflages  of  Holy  Scripture, 
viz-.  the  firft  on  Luke  xiv.  12,  13,  14.  ahd  the  fecond  on  Rom. 
xiii.  1,  2i  3,  4.  Wherein  the  Cavils  and  Objections  of  the  late 
Mr  Chubb,  in  the  firft  Volume  of  his  Pofthumous  Works,  viz. 
Remarks  on  the  Scriptures ,  are  particularly  confidered  and  re¬ 
futed.  Pr.  1  i. 
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important  Points  and  Dodtrines  of  the  Chriftian  Religion.  In 
Four  V;.  lines.  Price  bound  1 2  s. 

A  Collection  of  Trades  on  feveral  ufeful  and  interefting  Sub¬ 
jects,  -relating  to  Publick  Ah^irs.  Pr.  t  s. 
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Practical  Reflections  on  the  late  Earthquakes,  that  have  hap¬ 
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joHN  Shower  :  and  a  recommendatory  Preface,  by  Mr  Tho¬ 
mas  Bradbury.  Pr.  is.  6 d. 

An  Appendix  to  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Shower’s  Practical 
Reflections  on  Earthquakes;  being  a  Continuation  of  his  Ac¬ 
count,  and  Practical  Reflections  after  his  Manner,  from  the 
Year  1693,  down  to  thofe  Iaft  Shocks,  that  were  felt  at  London 
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